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wrongs of the past; the Long Parliament might have accepted
a compromise, for its power was, at present, in the greatest
danger. But there was no Tyrone in the Supreme Council, no
one deserving the name of a true statesman; and once more
the divisions, which so often have wrecked Irish hopes, de-
prived the Confederates of weight and strength, though in this
instance Celtic want of insight was not chiefly to blame. The
sacerdotal party thought only of the claims of the Church;
wished to establish it in complete ascendency; aimed at
making Ireland a satellite of Rome, a Catholic outpost against
Protestant England. The old Englishry sought merely to
a mitigation of the religious tests, to secure freedom of
ship and just government: they had a traditional aversion
to the Celtic Irishry; and they condemned to a man the
rising of Ulster, and the deeds of blood which had been the
consequence. The Irish Celts and their leaders, on the other
hand, had their eyes fixed on their tribal possessions; they
loved their ruined altars, but their hearts were set on being
masters again of their lost lands; and they had bitterly
resented a resolution made by the Supreme Council, which
dashed these hopes. The Confederacy, formidable as its
appearance was, was thus really little better than a rope of sand,
which an accident, or even a slight strain, might dissolve, or
at least render of not much practical use.
A truce or cessation, as it was called, was made between
the Confederates and the King, in the autumn of 1643, to the
intense indignation of the men in power at Westminster.
Negotiations went on for many months, interrupted by oc-
casional skirmishes in the field and by the conflict of race and
creed continuing to rage in many parts of Ireland. Extra-
vagant demands were made on Charles by agents of the
Catholic Irish League and of the Protestant settlers, significant
of the passions burning in their hearts; but these were
dismissed and came to nothing. The position of the King